Lecture 4.

The State System of the UK

1. British Constitution 

2. The Organs of Government

3. The Monarchy.

4. The Parliament

a. The House of Lords

b. The House of Commons

5. The Cabinet (Downing Street, 10)
6. The Judicial Branch

QUESTIONS

1. Is there a written constitution in Great Britain? What does the term “English Constitution” mean?

2. Name some important documents which contain the leading principles of government.

3. What did Magna Carta set limits on?

4. What does Habeas Corpus Act guarantee?

5. What did the Bill of Rights confirm?

6. Which organ is most powerful in the government system of the UK and why?

7. Decode the phrase “The Queen reigns but does not rule”.

8. Enumerate the members of the Royal Family. Say what you know about each of them.

9. What royal prerogatives do you know? Comment on them.

10. Indicate the main stages for a law to become an Act of Parliament and comment on the types of Bills, which may be introduced in Parliament.

11. Why is the British Parliament called the Mother of Parliaments?

12. What is ‘a reading’ in Parliament?

13. Who does the real power in the UK belong to?

14. Who are called ‘frontbenchers’ and ‘backbenchers’?

15. What do you think about the Shadow Cabinet functions? Do you find any efficacy in its activity? 

16. Speak about recent changes in the composition of the House of Lords. 

17. What categories of British citizens are prohibited to take part in the election to the House of Commons?
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