Lecture 2
THE RISE AND DECLINE OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE

I. The First British Empire:

1) England in the 17th century:

a) North America;

b) The West Indies;

c) East India Company.

2)  England in the 18th century:

a) The Seven Years’ War;

b) The American Revolution.

II. The Second British Empire:

1) 18th century:

a) India;

b) Australia;

2) 19th century:

a) The Napoleonic Wars;

b) South Africa;

c) India;

3) 20th century:

a) World War I and the Empire at its Height;

b) Decolonization.

Questions

1. What were the prerequisites of the rise of the British Empire?

2. What were the reasons for the decline of the British Empire?

3. How large was the British Empire at its height?

4. What do you know about Hong-Kong as Britain’s former colony?

5. Say what you know about the “Muscovy Company”.

6. Who were the most famous English seamen that caused trouble to Spanish ships in the Atlantic Ocean? Why did Elizabeth support these seamen?

7. What were the disadvantages of the Armada ships in comparison with the English ships? What was the result of the sea battle between the Armada and the English fleet?

8. What did Walter Raleigh bring from America?

9. Why did Britain’s government encourage British people to move to different parts of the world and start colonies there?

10. What was the purpose of the numerous “colonial wars” Britain was engaged in?

12. What new organization was formed to help Britain keep international ties with its former colonies?
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